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Today is the 3rd Sunday in Advent, the first season of the Christian 
Liturgical Year.  The Advent season has often been downgraded as 
Christmas has received more focus in recent years, but it is 
important to remember that expectancy, hope and preparation are 
crucial in the days leading up to Christmas, and that sincere 
contemplation and reflection during Advent gives a greater sense of 
fulfilment when Christmas Day does dawn. 
 
The theology behind Advent is rich, yet complex. ‘Come, Lord, 
come’ is a frequent theme of Advent liturgy, but the coming herein 
referred to is the return of Jesus Christ at the end of time – the 
Second Coming.  Even in Jesus’ own teaching there are references 
to the ‘end time’, to final judgement, so, although we may wrestle, 
perhaps unsuccessfully, with the ideas contained in the theology of 
the end time, eschatology, we should recall the response: Christ 
has come, Christ will come again, Alleluia. 
 
And so, in this Advent season, let us look forward to the coming of 
Christ, at Christmas, and at the end time, with eager longing, 
expectation and joy. We are preparing for and we are reflecting 
upon the end judgement, and we are doing so with the sense that 
salvation is at hand, yearning, as we should, for the coming of the 
day of the Lord. 
 
In our Advent service this morning, the hymns, Advent carols, and 
readings will focus on the light shining in the darkness, the Coming 
of the Kingdom, the foretelling by the Prophets, the preparing for 
Christmas in expectation, the witness of John the Baptist, and the 
service of Mary.  In the celebration of these themes, Christmas 
carols will be noticeably - and deliberately – absent: their time will 
come as the final countdown to Christmas begins next Sunday, 18th 
December.  For today, let us take the time, through music and 
reading, to pause and reflect upon the season of Advent, with joyful 
expectation. 
 

 



10.30 am 

Preludes Nun komm der heiden Heiland (Come, Saviour of mankind) 

JS Bach (1685 – 1750) 

 Wachet auf (Wake, o wake)                     JG Walther (1684 – 1748) 
 

Welcome 
 

The music today is provided by our Choir and Organist and Director of 
Music, Allan Bicket and we are grateful for all their hard work in putting 
this worship service together. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Advent Carol for all O come, O come Emmanuel (Hymn 273) 
    verse 1, 2 and 5 – all 
    verse 3 - men 
    verses 4 - women 

 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 

 shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2. O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe: 

3. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them victory o’er the grave: 

4. O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery: 

5. O come, thou Dayspring, come and 
cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 

18th century, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons 
translated John Mason Neale (1818–1866) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 273 
 

Introduction and Prayers 
 

(After the singing of this hymn children leave for Crèche, Sunday Club and 
S1,2,3,4 Group in the Church Centre) 

Advent Anthem for Choir People look east  
   words: Eleanor Farjeon; Music: Besançon carol 

 

1. People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 

2. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 

Lesson Psalm 24, verses 7 – 10: The Coming of the King 



Advent Anthem for Choir  Zion, at thy shining gates       
 words: 15th century; music: Peter Warlock 

1. Zion, at thy shining gates, 
lo, the King of Glory waits! 
Haste thy Monarch's pomp to 
greet, 
strew thy palms before his feet. 

2. Christ, for thee their triple light 
faith and hope and love unite: 
this the beacon we display 
to proclaim thine Advent day. 

3. Come, and give us peace within; 
loose us from the bands of sin; 
take away the galling weight 
laid on us by Satan's hate. 

4. Give us grace thy yoke to wear; 
give us strength thy cross to bear; 
make us thine in deed and word, 
thine in heart and life, O Lord. 

5. So, when thou shalt come again, 
judge of angels and of men, 
we with all thy saints shall sin 
alleluias to our King. 

 
 

 

Lesson Isaiah Ch 11, verses 1 – 10: The Foretelling of the Prophets 

Advent Anthem for Choir How beautiful upon the mountains 
words: Isaiah 52, verse 7; music: John Stainer (1840-1901) 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him  
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace;  
that publisheth salvation;  
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

 
 

Hymn for all   Hymn 284  Hope is a candle

1. Hope is a candle, once lit by the 
prophets, 
never consumed, though it burns 
through the years; 
dim in the daylight of power and 
privilege — 
when they are gone, hope will shine on. 

2. Peace is a candle to show us a 
pathway, 
threatened by gusts from our rage and 
our greed. 
Friend, feel no envy for those in the 
shadows — 
violence and force their dead-end 
course. 

3. Love is a candle whose light makes a 
circle, 
where every face is the face of a friend. 
Widen the circle by sharing and giving  
God’s holy dare:  love everywhere. 

4. Joy is a candle of mystery and laughter, 
mystery of light that is born in the dark; 
laughter at hearing the voice of an 
angel, 
ever so near, casting out fear. 

5. Christ is the light that the prophets 
awaited, 
Christ is the lion, the lamb, and the 
child. 
Christ is the love and the mystery and 
laughter — 
candles, make way!  Christ is the day. 

Richard Leach 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 284 

Words: Selah Publishing Co. Inc.  <www.selahpub.com>  All rights 
reserved.  Used by permission. 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 290 
 
 
 
 



Lesson John Ch 3, verses 16 – 21: For God so loved the world 

Hymn for all   Hymn 290  The race that long in darkness pined
 (Tune:St Magnus)

1. The race that long in darkness pined 

has seen a glorious light ;  

the people dwell in day, who dwelt 

in death’s surrounding night. 

2. To us a Child of hope is born ;  

to us a Son is given ;  

him shall the tribes of earth obey, 

him all the hosts of heaven. 

 

 

3. His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

for evermore adored ;  

the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 

the great and mighty Lord. 

4. His power increasing still shall spread, 

his reign no end shall know :  

justice shall guard his throne above, 

and peace abound below. 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781 

Isaiah 9:  2-7  
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 290

Lesson  Luke Ch 1, verses 39 – 49: The Service of Mary 

Advent Anthem for Choir There is no rose      
words: 15

th
 century; music: AM Bicket 

1. There is no rose of such virtue 
As is the rose that bare Jesu; 
    Alleluia. 

2. For in this rose contained was 
Heaven and earth in little space; 
    Res miranda. (O marvellous 
thing!) 

3. By that rose we may well see 
That he is God in persons three, 
    Pari forma. (in equal form) 

 

4. The angels sungen the shepherds 
to: 
Gloria in excelsis deo: 
    Gaudeamus.  
(Glory to God in the highest; let us 
rejoice) 

5. Leave we all this worldly mirth, 
And follow we this joyful birth; 
    Transeamus. (Let us go across!) 

6. Alleluia, res miranda, 
Pari forma, gaudeamus, 
    Transeamus.

 

Lesson Luke Ch 3, verses 2b-8, 15-17: The Witness of John the Baptist 
 

 

Hymn for all   Hymn 334  On Jordan’s bank

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh ;  
awake and hearken for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 

2. Then cleansed be every heart from 
sin ;  
make straight the way for God within ;  
prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty Guest may come. 

3. For you are our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward ;  
without your grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 

4. Stretch out your hand, to heal our sore, 
and make us rise to fall no more ;  
once more upon your people shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 



5. All praise to you, eternal Son, 
whose advent has our freedom won, 
whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

Charles Coffin (1676–1749) 

translated John Chandler (1806–1876) 

and others 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 334 

 
 

 Advent Anthem for Choir Come, thou Redeemer of the earth 
   (words: St Ambrose; music: German trad melody, arr. Stephen Cleobury) 

 

1. Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth, 
And manifest Thy virgin birth: 
Let every age adoring fall; 
Such birth befits the God of all. 

 
2. Begotten of no human will, 

But of the Spirit, Thou art still 
The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 
The Saviour now to man displayed. 

 

3. Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
And darkness glow with new-born light, 
No more shall night extinguish day 
Where love’s bright beams their power 
display. 

 
4. Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee 

Eternal praise and glory be, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit, evermore. 
Amen. 

 

Lesson    Revelation 22, verses 1-5 The End Time

Advent Anthem for Choir Veiled in darkness               
(words: Douglas Letel Rights; music: Glenn Rudolph)  

1. Veiled in darkness Judah lay, 
Waiting for the promised day, 
While across the shadowy night 
Streamed a flood of glorious light, 
Heav’nly voices chanting then, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 

2. Still the earth in darkness lies. 
Up from death’s dark vale arise 
Voices of a world in grief, 
Prayers of men who seek relief: 
Now our darkness pierce again, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 

3. Light of light, we humbly pray, 
Shine upon Thy world today; 
Break the gloom of our dark night, 
Fill our souls with love and light, 
Send Thy blessèd Word again, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 

 

 

 

Lesson John Ch 1, verses 1-14  The Word made Flesh 
 

Hymn for all Hymn 478 Behold the amazing gift of love  

1. Behold the amazing gift of love 
the Father hath bestowed 
on us, in calling us his own, 
the children of our God! 

2. Concealed as yet this honour lies, 
by this dark world unknown, 
a world that knew not when he came, 
even God’s eternal Son. 

3. High is the rank we now possess; 
but higher we shall rise, 
though what we shall hereafter be 
is hid from mortal eyes. 

4. Our souls, we know, when he appears, 
shall bear his image bright; 
for all his glory, full disclosed, 
shall open to our sight. 



5. A hope so great and so divine 
may trials well endure; 
and purge the soul from sense and sin, 
as Christ himself is pure. 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781  (alt.) 

 1 John 3:  1-3 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, 

number 478

Offering The Choir sings: Wake, o wake  (words: Philipp Nicolai; music: JS Bach) 

 
1. Wake, o wake! with tidings thrilling 

The watchmen all the air are filling, 
Arise, Jerusalem, arise! 
Midnight strikes! no more delaying, 
"The hour has come!" we hear them 
saying. 
Where are ye all, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom now is nigh, 
Stand forth! Your lamps raise high! 
Alleluia! In bright array 
This nuptial day: 
Go forth and meet him in the way. 

2. Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
Her heart for joy within her springing, 
She wakes, and eagerly attends; 
See her Friend from heaven 
descending! 
Adorned with truth and grace unending! 
Appear, thou precious Crown! 
God's Son, to earth come down! 
Sing Hosanna! Now rise we all 
To that glad hall, 
Where to thy feast thou dost us call. 

 

Prayers 
 

Hymn for all  Hymn 477   Lo, he comes with clouds descending
 

1. Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
Christ, the Lamb, for sinners slain ;  
thousand thousand saints attending 
join to sing the glad refrain :  
Alleluia !  Alleluia !  Alleluia !  
God appears on earth to reign. 

2. Every eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty ;  
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply 
wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 

 

 

 

3. Those deep wounds of cross and 
passion 
still his glorious body bears ;  
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers :  
Alleluia !  Alleluia !  Alleluia !  
See !  the day of God appears. 

4. Yea, amen, let all adore you, 
high on your eternal throne ;  
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for your own :  
oh, come quickly, oh, come quickly, oh, 
come quickly, 
Alleluia !  come, Lord, come !  

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) (alt.) 

based on a hymn by John Cennick (1718–1755) 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 477 

 

Benediction 

Organ Postlude    Theme with Variations          Hendrik Andriessen (1892-1981) 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PEW CARDS are now available should you wish to leave a message/information or 
request information.  Completed cards may be handed to a duty elder. 
 

 
 

  

 

RUBISLAW CHURCH NEWS 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to worship today, especially if you are a visitor or newcomer to 
Rubislaw.  We invite you most warmly to coffee after worship in the lounge of the 
Church Centre at the corner of Beaconsfield Place. 
LOOP SYSTEM for hearing aid users – turn to T position. 
CRÈCHE FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS every Sunday in Room 3 in the Centre, 
for children up to age 3.  Crèche children come in to Church with their families for the 
first part of the service and then leave to go to the Church Centre at the same time 
as the Sunday Club.    
SUNDAY CLUB for children 3+, and S1,2,3 Group meet today, beginning in church 
with families and friends followed by their programme in the Church Centre.  
CHURCH CENTRE open for coffee, tea, home bakes, in the mornings Monday – 
Friday.  Enjoy the hospitality of our Centre Lounge and entertain your friends there.   



CRAFTY CHRISTMAS AND CAROLS for Christian Aid  Come along to the 
Church Centre TODAY and join in activities to get you in the Christmas spirit and 
raise money for Christian Aid’s Christmas appeal – ‘Light the way for people 
fleeing violence this Christmas’.  Bring along all your family and friends – all ages 
welcome. 3-4pm: Christmas crafts for the young and the young at heart –  

children should be accompanied by an adult. 
4-5pm: Singalong of all your favourite Carols and Christmas songs. 

For further details speak to Margaret Parkinson. 
GUILD Members and guests are reminded of our Christmas Party tomorrow evening 
at 7pm. Our meal will be served at 7.15, followed by fun and festive fellowship. 
PRAYER MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER  Wednesdays, 14

th 
and 28

th
 December, 

7.30 – 8.30 pm in Quiet Room. If you would like a lift please contact Fiona Chaloner 
on 01224 318039 before Wednesday. 
LUNCHLINK Please note that Lunchlink is on Thursday 15

th
 December and not the 

2
nd

 Thursday of the month.  This will be a joint event with the Carol Service. 
HOUSEGROUP  The Thursday Housegroup meets this week, 15

th
 December, at the 

Starks, 27 Desswood Place  01224 640560.  New members most welcome. 

GIFT SERVICE 18
TH

 DECEMBER This year, as in previous years, we are inviting 
you to buy a gift for a young person aged 10 to 12, 12 to 14, 14 to 16 who is in a 
care home or supported accommodation in Aberdeen.  Gift tags are now available 
and gifts are to be brought along to the service on 18

th
 December. 

TRAIDCRAFT Our Fairtrade stall will be available in the Church Centre next week at 
its new regular time - the 3

rd
 Sunday of the month. Stock up on your favourite 

cookies, chocolates and snacks in time for Christmas. 
CHURCH FLOWERS  Thank you to all who have contributed to the church flowers 
during 2016.  The Flower List 2017 is located outside the small hall and you are 
invited to fill in your choice of dates. 
WANTED! STUDENT SINGERS  Aberdeen Rubislaw Church Choir invites Student 
Singers to join them.  We welcome all parts.  For more details go to: 
www.rubislawchurch.org.uk    Click on the tab Singers Wanted on the home page. 
LIFE AND WORK The subscription for 2017, £27, is now due and may be paid to 
Edna Forbes or to the Church Office.  Anyone wishing to add their name to the list 
please contact Edna. 
THANK YOU to Mrs Martha Wells for her wonderful skilled work in repainting all the 
figures in our nativity – they now look splendid! 
THANK YOU The Guild would like to thank everyone who came to our Light 
Lunches last Sunday. You have helped us raise the excellent sum of £275, which 
will go towards this year's projects - All Friends Together and Caring for Mother 
Earth in Bolivia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rubislawchurch.org.uk/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Sunday 11 December 
 3.00 pm Crafty Christmas and The Big Christmas Sing for Christian Aid, 

in Church Centre 
 

Thursday 15th December 
 12.30 pm Lunchlink in Church Centre 
 2.00 pm Carol Afternoon in Church Centre 
 

Sunday 18 December  
 9.15 am Early Service  
 10.30 am Fourth Sunday in Advent  Children’s Gift Service 
 

Christmas Eve Saturday 24 December 
 7.00 pm Family Service by Candlelight & Torchlight 
 11.30 pm Watchnight Worship  
 

Christmas Day Sunday 25 December  
 10.30 am Christmas Day Service (no coffee after the service) 
 

New Year’s Day Sunday 1 January 
 10.30 am Short informal service to be held in Church Centre (coffee will 

be served after the service) 
  Please note there will be no 9.15 am service 
 

All are most welcome 
 

Christmas Celebrations at 
Rubislaw 

 




-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 


 

 

Prayer Pointers: 11.12.16 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. 
And He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(Isaiah 9 v6) 

 

 Give thanks to God for sending us His Son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, our Saviour and our friend. 

 Pray for those who don’t know Jesus, that this Christmas 

they may experience His great love for them. 

 Pray for refugees far from their homes, that they will find 

hope in God, friendship from those around them and the 

help they need. 

 Pray for the lonely, the bereaved and those who are 

struggling just because it is Christmas that they will know 

the love of God. 

 Pray for Robert our Minister and Lianne at this busy time, 

that they will be strengthened and encouraged.  

 Pray now for yourself, family or friends and those you know 

who are in particular need of prayer at this time.  

We give thanks Lord for the week gone by 

and look to You in the week ahead 
 

To make a prayer request speak to Fiona Chaloner (01224 318039) or Doug Boyd (01224 633073), or 

place a note in an offering bag/prayer box. All prayer requests will be treated with strict 

confidentiality. No information will be shared outside the Prayer Group and every request will be 

considered anonymous unless you say otherwise. If you wish your request can also be included in the 

weekly prayer bulletin. As always, you may contact the Minister with any pastoral concern. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rubislaw Parish Church of Scotland, Aberdeen 
Scottish Charity No. SC015841 


