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9.15 am 
 
Prelude  

 
Welcome Call to Worship 
 
Hymn 313 See! in yonder manger low 
 

Prayer of Approach 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever.    Amen 

 
Offering 

 
WORD OF GOD Matthew Ch 1 vv 18 – 25                                 Pg 4 Pew Bible NT 

 
Meditation 
 

Reflective Prayer 
 
Hymn 309 Still the night 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  
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10.30 am 
 

Prelude  

 

Welcome 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
  

Congregational Carol 305 – IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 
(During the singing of the carol gifts for teenagers in need in Aberdeen this 
Christmas will be laid at the Christmas Tree)  
 
1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.  

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  
but only his mother, in her maiden bliss,  
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.  

4. What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 
 

Prayers of Approach to God and Dedication of our 
Christmas Gifts 

 
 
 



 

©2015, Susan Howell and Sharon Kay Chatwel  www.SundaySchoolCenter.com adapted for use today. 
 

Scene One 

Mary, Joseph and Angel 

Narrator 1: Over 2000 years ago in a city called Nazareth there was a 
young woman who was called Mary. 

Narrator 1: Mary was promised to marry a man named Joseph who lived 
there, too. 

Narrator 2: One day, an angel from God came and talked to Mary. 

Reading -  Luke 1: 28-38 

The angel came to her and said, “Peace be with you! The LORD is with 
you and has greatly blessed you!” 
 
Mary was deeply troubled by the angel’s message, and she wondered 
what his words meant. The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; GOD 
has been gracious to you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a 
son, and you will call him JESUS. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High GOD. The LORD GOD will make him a king, as his 
ancestor David was, and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob 
for ever; his kingdom will never end!” 
 
Mary said to the angel, “I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and GOD’s power 
will rest upon you. For this reason the holy child will be called the Son of 
GOD. 
 
Remember your relative Elizabeth. It is said that she cannot have children, 
but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though she is very old. 
For there is nothing that GOD cannot do.” 
 
I am the LORD’s servant, said Mary; “may it happen to me as you have 
said.” And the Angel left her.  
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Narrator 3: Now, Joseph wasn’t sure what to do when he heard that Mary 
was going to have a baby. 

Narrator 3: One night while he was asleep the angel came to talk to 
Joseph, too. 

Reading - Matthew 1:18-24 

This was how the birth of JESUS CHRIST took place. His mother Mary 
was engaged to Joseph, but before they were married, she found out that 
she was going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Joseph was a man who always did what was right, but he did not want to 
disgrace Mary publicly; so he made plans to break the engagement 
privately. While he was thinking about this, an angel of the LORD 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife. For it is by the Holy Spirit that 
she has conceived. She will have a son, and you will name him JESUS – 
because he will save his people from their sins.”          
 
Now all this happened in order to make what the LORD had said through 
the prophet come true, “A virgin will become pregnant and have a son, 
and he will be called Immanuel” (which means, “GOD is with us”). 
 
So when Joseph woke up, he married Mary, as the angel of the LORD had 
told him to do.  
 
 

Scene Two 

Mary, Joseph and All Actors 

Narrator 1: A while later, the Emperor in Rome, Caesar Augustus, said 
that everyone had to go to their own hometown to be counted. 

Narrator 1: So Mary and Joseph went to Joseph’s hometown of 
Bethlehem. 

Reading Luke 2:1-5 

At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken 
throughout the Roman Empire. When this first census took place, 



Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, went to register 
himself, each to his own town. 

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of 
Bethlehem in Judea, the birth place of King David. Joseph went there 
because he was a descendant of David. He went to register with Mary, 
who was promised in marriage to him.   

Congregational Carol 304 - O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

1. O Little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see you lie! 
Above your deep and dreamless 
sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in your streets is shining 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in you tonight. 
 

2. O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
 

3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, 
still 
the dear Christ enters in.    
 

4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

Narrator 2: There were lots of other people in Bethlehem, too. There were 
so many people, in fact, that there was no room for them in the inn. So, 
they stayed in a stable, which is a place where the animals stayed warm 
and dry. 

Narrator 3: While they were there, baby Jesus was born and Mary took 
him and wrapped him up and laid him in the manger. 

 



Congregational Carol 312 - AWAY IN A MANGER  
(Sung Seated with Verse 1 Being Sung by Sunday Club Only) 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes, 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care.  
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.  

Scene 3  

Shepherds and Angels 

Narrator 1: That night there were some shepherds out in the fields 
watching over their flocks of sheep. 

Reading - Luke 2:8-14 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending 
the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks.  

An angel of the LORD appeared to them, and the glory of the LORD 
shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them, 
“Don’t be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great 
joy to all the people. This very day in David’s town your saviour was born – 
CHRIST the LORD! And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great army of heaven’s angels appeared with the angel, 
singing praises to GOD:  

“Glory to GOD in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with 
whom he is pleased!”           



Congregational Carol 303 - IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR  

1. It came upon the midnight clear, 
  that glorious song of old, 
  from angels bending near the 
    Earth 
  to touch their harps of gold :  
  ‘Peace on the earth, good will to  
   you 
  from heaven’s all-gracious King ! ’ 
  The world in solemn stillness lay 
  to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they 
    come, 
  with peaceful wings unfurled ;  
  and still their heavenly music 
    floats 
  o’er all the weary world ;  
  above its sad and lowly plains 
  they bend on hovering wing, 
  and ever o’er its Babel-sounds 
  the blessèd angels sing. 

3. But with the woes of sin and strife 
  the world has suffered long ;  
  beneath the angels’ hymn have 
    Rolled 
  two thousand years of wrong ;  
  and warring humankind hears not 
  the love-song which they bring ;  
  oh, hush the noise and still the 
    strife 
  to hear the angels sing. 

4. And you, beneath life’s crushing 
    Load 
  whose forms are bending low, 
  who toil along the climbing way 
  with painful steps and slow, 
  look now !  for glad and golden 
    hours 
  come swiftly on the wing ;  
  oh, rest beside the weary road, 
  and hear the angels sing. 

5. For lo !  the days are hastening 
    on, 
  by prophet bards foretold, 
  when, with the ever-rolling years, 
  still dawns the Age of Gold, 
  when peace shall over all the 
    Earth 
  its ancient splendours fling, 
  and all the world give back the 
    song 
  which now the angels sing. 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810–1876) (alt.) 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 303 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reading - Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the LORD has told us.” 



So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in 
the manger. When the shepherds saw him, they told him what the angel 
had said about the child. All who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said. Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply 
about them. The shepherds went back, singing praises to GOD for all they 
had heard and seen; it had been just as the angels had told them.   

 
Congregational Carol 294 –  

ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT ALL CHRISTIANS SING  

1. On Christmas night all Christians 
sing, 

to hear the news the angels bring, 
on Christmas night all Christians 
sing, 
to hear the news the angels bring, 
news of great joy, news of great 
mirth, 
news of our merciful King’s birth. 
 
2. Then why should we on earth be 

so sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
then why should we on earth be so 
sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
when from our sin he set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty? 
 

3. When sin departs before his 
grace, 

Then life and health come in its 
place; 
when sin departs before his grace, 
Then life and health come in its 
place; 
heaven and earth with joy may sing, 
all for to see the new-born King. 
 
4. All out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this 
night:  
all out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this 
night:  
‘Glory to God, on earth be peace, 
goodwill to all shall never cease.’ 

 

 

 

Scene Four  

Wise Men, Mary, Joseph and all cast  

Narrator 1: One day after the baby Jesus had been born, wise men came 
to Jerusalem from the East looking for the newly born King of the Jews. 
 
 
  



Congregational Carol - WE THREE KINGS  

1. We three kings of Orient are, 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and 
mountain, 
Following yonder Star. 
 
O, star of wonder, star of might, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still 
proceeding, 
Guide us to the perfect light. 
 

2. Born a babe on Bethlehem's 
plain; 
Gold we bring to crown Him 
again; 
King forever, ceasing never, 
Over us all to reign. 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 
Incense owns a Deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising, gladly 
raising, 
Worship Him, God on High. 
 

4. Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gath’ring 
gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, 
dying, 
Sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

 
5. Glorious now behold him rise, 

King and God and sacrifice: 
Heav’n sings, “Hallelujah!” 
“Hallelujah!” earth replies.  

 

 

Narrator 2: They asked King Herod where this baby was.  

Wise Men: Where is the baby who has been born “King of the Jews?” 

Narrator 3: So the King asked his advisors. Where is this King of the Jews 
to be born? 

Narrator 3: In Bethlehem, in Judea.  Go and find him and let me know 
where he is so I can come and worship him, too. 

Narrator 2: So the wise men went and found the baby Jesus by following 
His star and when they found him, they worshiped Him. 

Narrator 3: But King Herod didn’t really want to worship baby JESUS. He 
wanted to harm him. The wise men were warned by God about this, so 
they went home another way. 

Narrator 3: When King Herod found out he had been tricked, he was 
really, really mad. 



Narrator 1: He was determined to destroy this new born King! So King 
Herod sent soldiers to Bethlehem to find the baby Jesus. 

Narrator 2: But GOD warned Joseph in a dream to leave and so they did. 
Joseph, Mary and the little baby JESUS went to Egypt. They stayed there 
until the evil King Herod died. 

Narrator 1: After King Herod died, GOD told Joseph it was safe to come 
back. So Mary and Joseph and baby JESUS came back from Egypt to the 
little town of Nazareth. 

All Cast: Glory to God in the Highest! Peace on Earth! Good will to men! 

Congregational Carol - SILENT NIGHT  

1. Silent night, holy night! 
Sleeps the world; hid from sight, 
Mary and Joseph in stable bare 
Watched o’er the Child beloved 
and fair 
Sleeping in heavenly rest, 
Sleeping in heavenly rest. 

 

2. Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds first saw the light; 
Heard resounding clear and 
long. 
Far and near, the angel song: 
‘Christ the Redeemer is here’, 
‘Christ the Redeemer is here’. 

 

3. Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, O how bright 
Love is smiling from Your face! 
Strikes for us now the hour of 
grace, 
Saviour, since You are born,  
Saviour, since You are born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE END 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Offering 
 
Prayers at the Manger (S1 to S4 Group) 
 
Congregational Carol 306 – O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
 
1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to  
  Bethlehem; 
come and behold Him, 
born the King of Angels:  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, Christ 
   the Lord! 
 
2. God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s  
  womb; 
very God, 
begotten, not created; 

 
3. Sing, choir of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven  
  above: 
‘Glory to God 
in the highest': 
 
4. Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 
born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Benediction  Sung Amen 
 
Organ Postlude 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
RUBISLAW CHURCH NEWS 

 
 
WELCOME to worship today, especially if you are a visitor or newcomer to Rubislaw.  
We invite you most warmly to coffee after worship in the lounge of the Church Centre at 
the corner of Beaconsfield Place. 
LOOP SYSTEM for hearing aid users – turn to T position. 
CHURCH CENTRE open for coffee, tea, home bakes, in the mornings Monday – Friday.  
Enjoy the hospitality of our Centre Lounge and entertain your friends there.   
CHURCH CENTRE will close on Friday 23

rd
 December at 12 noon and reopen on 

Monday 9
th
 January 

CHURCH OFFICE will close on Friday 23
rd

 December at 12 noon and reopen on 
Tuesday 10

th
 January. 

PRAYER MEETING  Wednesday 28
th
 December, 7.30 – 8.30 pm in Quiet Room. If you 

would like a lift please contact Fiona Chaloner on 01224 318039 before Wednesday. 
TRAIDCRAFT Our Fairtrade stall will be available in the Church Centre after worship 
today. Stock up on delicious cookies, Divine chocolate, tea and coffee to share with 
friends and family at Christmas. 
RUBISLAW LADS’ CLUB will meet for coffee and a chat on Wednesday 21

st 
December 

at 10.30 am at the Church Centre.  Anyone requiring a lift please contact Dan Fraser 
01224 591187.  All Welcome. 
CHURCH FLOWERS  Thank you to all who have contributed to the church flowers 
during 2016.  The Flower List 2017 is located outside the small hall and you are invited to 
fill in your choice of dates. 
WANTED! STUDENT SINGERS  Aberdeen Rubislaw Church Choir invites Student 
Singers to join them.  We welcome all parts.  For more details go to: 
www.rubislawchurch.org.uk    Click on the tab Singers Wanted on the home page. 
LIFE AND WORK The subscription for 2017, £27, is now due and may be paid to Edna 
Forbes or to the Church Office.  Anyone wishing to add their name to the list please 
contact Edna. 
GUILD Note for your diary.  Our afternoon meeting in January will be held on Monday, 9

th
 

at 2.15pm, in the Church Centre.  The speaker will be Prof Henry Ellington and his topic 
is 'The Life and Times of Robert Burns'. Members and visitors will be most welcome. 
THANK YOU to Mrs Martha Wells for her wonderful skilled work in repainting all the 
figures in our nativity – they now look splendid! 
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Christmas Eve Saturday 24 December 
 7.00 pm Family Service by Candlelight & Torchlight 
 11.30 pm Watchnight Worship  
 

Christmas Day Sunday 25 December  
 10.30 am Christmas Day Service (no coffee after the service) 
 

New Year’s Day Sunday 1 January 
 10.30 am Short informal service to be held in Church Centre (coffee will be 

served after the service) 
  Please note there will be no 9.15 am service 
 
 

All are most welcome 
 

Christmas Celebrations at 
Rubislaw 

 




-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 


   

 

Prayer Pointers: 13.12.15 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s 
Son, will be with us in truth and love. (2 John v3) 

 

 Pray for all those affected by the recent floods both here in 

the UK and also in Chennai where over 200 have lost their 

lives.  Pray people would get the help they need. 

 Continue to pray for the migrants, those newly arrived in 

Scotland and those still travelling across Europe escaping 

unrest in their own countries.  Pray they will find comfort and 

hope.  Pray also for those still living in places like Syria and 

Yemen where daily life is fraught with difficulty and danger. 

 Give thanks for the tentative deal reached by the various 

factions in Libya.  Pray it will help the country move forward 

into lasting peace. 

 Remember Robert our Minister in your prayers through this 

busy Advent season.   Pray also for Lianne and the boys. 

 Pray now for yourself, family or friends and those you know 

who are in particular need of prayer at this time.  

 

We give thanks Lord for the week gone by 

and look to You in the week ahead 
 

To make a prayer request speak to Fiona Chaloner (01224 318039) or Doug Boyd (01224 633073), or 

place a note in an offering bag/prayer box. All prayer requests will be treated with strict 

confidentiality. No information will be shared outside the Prayer Group and every request will be 

considered anonymous unless you say otherwise. If you wish your request can also be included in 

the weekly prayer bulletin. As always, you may contact the Minister with any pastoral concern. 
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