RUBISLAW PARISH CHURCH
www.rubislawchurch.org.uk

Sunday 17 December 2017
Third Sunday in Advent
Worship led by: The Sunday Club
Minister: The Rev Dr Robert L Smith Jr
Organist & Director of Music: Allan Bicket
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9.15 am
……….

Prelude

Andantino

Welcome

Call to Worship

Hymn 277

Hark the glad sound!

Adolph Friedrich Hesse (1809-1863)

Prayer of Approach
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen

WORD OF GOD John Ch 1 vv 6 – 8, 19 – 28, Pg 116 Pew Bible NT
Meditation
Offering

Reflective Prayer
Hymn 290 The race that
long in darkness pined
Benediction
Postlude March
Guillaume Lasceux (1740-1831)
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10.30 am
Prelude

Andantino

……….

Adolph Friedrich Hesse (1809-1863)

Welcome
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
The Lighting of the Advent Candles
Congregational Carol 310 - SEE HIM LYING ON A BED OF STRAW
(During the singing of the carol gifts for teenagers in need in Aberdeen
this Christmas will be laid at the Christmas Tree)
1. See him lying on a bed of straw:
a draughty stable with an open door;
Mary cradling the babe she bore –
The Prince of glory is his name.
Oh, now carry me to Bethlehem
to see the Lord of love again:
just as poor as was the stable then,
the Prince of glory when he came.
2. Star of silver, sweep across the skies,
show where Jesus in the manger lies;
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise
to see the Saviour of the world!
3. Angels, sing again the song you sang,
sing the glory of God’s gracious plan;
sing that Bethl’em’s little baby can
be the saviour of us all.
4. Mine are riches, from your poverty,
from your innocence, eternity;
mine, forgiveness by your death for me,
child of sorrow for my joy.

Prayers of Approach to God and Dedication of our Christmas Gifts
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The Forgotten Message of Christmas
An original script by Dr M Denison

Scene 1
Narrator, Grandma, Bobby, Mary & Joseph, Angel 1
Narrator:
Bobby is staying with his Grandma during the school holidays.
He asks her to read him a bedtime story.
Bobby:

Grandma – please tell me a story.

Grandma:

Why don’t I tell you a story about Christmas?

Bobby:
I already know about Christmas – it’s a day when we get lots
of presents, we pull crackers and Dad tells embarrassing jokes.
Grandma: But do you know what is the most important thing about
Christmas?
Bobby:

Well Santa of course! He brings lots of the presents.

Grandma: Well, Santa is of course very important, but I wouldn’t say he
was the MOST important thing about Christmas!
Bobby:

Well who is then?!

Grandma:

Well, let me tell you the story……..

A long time ago – over 2000 years ago, there was a lady called Mary.
Mary was a good person and believed and trusted in God.
Angel 1:
Do not be afraid, Mary. You are going to have a baby and
you shall call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. He will be the Son of God.
Bobby:
I think it must be pretty cool to be an Angel! Are there any
more Angels in the story.
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Grandma:
one now!

Yes – there are quite a lot actually! In fact - here’s another

Angel 1:
Joseph – you must marry Mary – she is having a baby who is
the Son of God and you must call him Jesus.

Scene 2
Narrator, Grandma, Mary & Joseph, Innkeeper, Baby Animals &
Shepherds
Grandma: Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be counted and so he went
with Mary. They travelled on a donkey.
Narrator:
While Mary and Joseph make their way to Bethlehem, the
congregation shall all sing
Congregational Carol 304 - O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
(Sung seated while Mary & Joseph make their way to Bethlehem)
1. O Little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see you lie!
Above your deep and dreamless
sleep
the silent stars go by:
yet in your streets is shining
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in you tonight.

3. How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him,
still
the dear Christ enters in.

2. O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.
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Grandma: Now back in those days, there was no internet, no mobile
phone, no AirBnB, no advance booking and there were so many people
also going to Bethlehem that when Mary and Joseph got there it was difficult
to find somewhere to stay.
Innkeeper 1: We have no room
Innkeeper 2: There’s no space here
Innkeeper 3: I’ve no space in the hotel, but I do have a stable that your wife
could at least lie down in since it looks like this baby might be arriving any
minute now!
Joseph:
Thank you – that would be great – just somewhere to lie down
in is all we need.
Bobby:
I don’t think I’d like to stay with animals – it can’t have been
very clean! What has this to do with Christmas?
Grandma:

Well it is to do with the Baby who was born in that stable.

Grandma:

And you wanted more Angels didn’t you??

Bobby:

Who are these people with funny sticks?

Shepherds ALL: We are shepherds. We look after the sheep on the hillside
Narrator:

Baa, Baa

Grandma:

The Angels told the shepherds about the baby

Angel 2:

Behold, we bring you good news
For to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour
Who is Christ the Lord
And this will be the sign
You will find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying
in a manger

All Angels: Glory to God in the Highest
And peace on Earth to all people with whom He is pleased
Shepherds: Let us go to find this Baby
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Congregational Carol 302 - IT WAS ON A STARRY NIGHT
1. It was on a starry night when the hills were bright,
earth lay sleeping, sleeping calm and still;
then in a cattle shed, in a manger bed,
a boy was born, King of all the world.
And all the angels sang for him,
the bells of heaven rang for him;
for a boy was born, King of all the world.
And all the angels sang for him,
the bells of heaven rang for him;
for a boy was born, King of all the world.
2. Soon the shepherds came that way, where the baby lay,
and were kneeling, kneeling by his side,
to celebrate his birth bringing peace on earth;
a boy was born, King of all the world.

Scene 3
Narrator, Grandma, Bobby, Wise Men & All Cast
Grandma: And the shepherds weren’t the only ones who went to visit this
special Baby.
There were some very Wise men who saw a star and started to follow it to
try to find the child whom they said was the “King of the Jews”.
They brought gifts for the baby – Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.
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Congregational Carol 324 - ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY
(Sung Seated)
3. Wise men, leave your
1. Angels, from the realms of glory,
contemplations;
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
brighter visions beam afar;
ye, who sang creation's story
seek the great Desire of nations;
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
ye have seen his natal star:
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born King.
4. Though an infant now we view
Come and worship,
him,
worship Christ, the new-born
he will share his Father’s throne,
King
gather all the nations to him;
every knee shall then bow down:
2. Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by
5. All creation, join in praising
night,
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
God with us is now residing,
evermore your voices raising
yonder shines the infant Light:
to the eternal Three in One:

Grandma: The wise men followed the star to where they found their King,
they knelt down and offered Him their gifts
Wise Man 1: I bring Gold because you are a King
Wise Man 2: I bring Frankincense because you are a God
Wise Man 3: I bring Myrrh because you have come to Earth as a man.
Narrator:

The wise men brought gifts to Jesus
The first wise man brought Him Gold because He was a King.
The second wise man brought Him Frankincense because He
was a God.
The third wise man brought Him Myrrh because He came to
earth as a mortal man.
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Grandma: So you see Bobby, the most important thing about Christmas
is the Baby who was born in Bethlehem.
The reason we give each other presents is not just because the wise men
brought presents to Jesus, but also to remember that God gave us the most
important gift that first Christmas – the gift of Jesus – the gift of love – the
gift of our Saviour.
Narrator:

Now that all the children are at the front we shall sing

Congregational Carol 312 - AWAY IN A MANGER
(Sung Seated with Verse 1 Being sung by Sunday Club Only).
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes,
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care.
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.
Bobby:

So is that the end of the story, Grandma?

Grandma: No of course not. There are lots of stories about Jesus which
I can tell you about another time. For now though – it’s time to go to sleep.
How about a bedtime prayer before you sleep?
Prayers at the Manger (S1-5 group)
Narrator:
As the wise men brought gifts to Jesus, we now offer our gifts
of money in our offering.
Offering
The Young People’s Music Group will play Carol 300 - The
Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy while the offering is taken.
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Narrator:
So thank you for listening to our story - but how do you think
we know this story – because people have told us about it. The shepherds
didn’t just come and find the baby then go back to tending their sheep as if
nothing had happened – they continued to praise God and told others of
the wondrous thing they had seen. And that is part of our message this
Christmas – we need to tell others what a wonderful thing Christmas is – it
is about God’s love – and His gift of His Son who came down to Earth as a
baby. We don’t want the message to be forgotten. So we need to tell
people to Join the celebration.
Let us all now sing Congregational Carol 321 – COME AND JOIN THE CELEBRATION
Come and join the celebration,
it’s a very special day;
come and share our jubilation,
there’s a new King born today!
1. See the shepherds
Hurry down to Bethlehem;
gaze in wonder
at the Son of God who lay before them.
2. ‘God is with us’,
round the world the message sing;
he is with us,
‘Welcome!’ all the bells on earth are pealing.

Benediction
Postlude

Sung Amen
March

……….

Guillaume Lasceux (1740-1831)
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RUBISLAW CHURCH NEWS
WELCOME to worship today, especially if you are a visitor or newcomer to
Rubislaw. We invite you most warmly to coffee after worship in the lounge
of the Church Centre at the corner of Beaconsfield Place.
LOOP SYSTEM for hearing aid users – turn to T position.
CHURCH CENTRE open for coffee, tea, home bakes, in the mornings
Monday – Thursday. Enjoy the hospitality of our Centre Lounge and
entertain your friends there.
Please note that last day for morning coffees in the lounge is Thursday 21st
December. The Centre will then be closed for the holidays and will reopen
on Monday 8th January.
TRAIDCRAFT Our final monthly Fairtrade stall of 2017 will be available in
the Church Centre after worship today. Do make sure that you are well
stocked with tea/coffee, cookies and treats to share with family and friends
over the Festive Season. Thank you to all our customers who have
supported Fairtrade throughout 2017. You are helping to fight poverty one
cuppa at a time.
LIFE AND WORK The subscription for 2018 is now due and will be £30.
Payment by cheque to Rubislaw Parish Church may be given to Mrs Edna
Forbes  01224 640684 or handed in to the Church Office. Please contact
Edna if you wish your name to be added to the list of subscribers.
CHURCH FLOWERS Thank you to all who have contributed to the church
flowers during 2017. The Flower List 2018 is located outside the small hall
and you are invited to fill in your choice of dates.
THANK YOU A huge thank you to all those who supported the Big Sing
last Sunday with a special thanks to the musicians and kitchen helpers. The
singing and the music making were fantastic and the amazing sum of £440
was raised for Christian Aid's Christmas Appeal.
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Sunday 24 December Christmas Eve
Fourth Sunday in Advent
10.30 am Festival of Carols and Readings
7.00 pm

Family Service by Candlelight & Torchlight

11.30 pm Watchnight Worship at
Queen’s Cross Church
Monday 25 December Christmas Day
10.30 am Area Christmas Day Service at
Rubislaw Church

All are most welcome
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Prayer Pointers: 17.12.17
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world
John 1 v.9

❖ Pray for the leaders of the nations as they face so many
challenges to their judgement. May peace and reconciliation
prevail.
❖ Remember those in our congregation who are in homes or
hospitals at this time. May they know God’s peace and the
assurance of his individual love for them as his children.
❖ Continue to pray for those who for whatever reason find
Christmas difficult, that they would know God’s love and peace.
❖ Pray for those who mourn at this time, that the God of all comfort
would give them strength and peace.
❖ Give thanks for all God’s mercy and love for us, remembering
particularly at this time of year the birth of Jesus into our world.
❖ Pray now for yourself, family or friends and those you know who
are in particular need of prayer at this time.

We give thanks Lord for the week gone by
and look to You in the week ahead
To make a prayer request speak to Fiona Chaloner (01224 318039) or Doug Boyd (01224 633073), or
place a note in an offering bag/prayer box. All prayer requests will be treated with strict confidentiality.
No information will be shared outside the Prayer Group and every request will be considered
anonymous unless you say otherwise. If you wish your request can also be included in the weekly prayer
bulletin. As always, you may contact the Minister with any pastoral concern.
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