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Preludes Nun komm der heiden Heiland  JS Bach 
 Vom Himmel hoch  J Pachelbel 
 Es ist ein Ros entsprungen J Brahms 
Welcome 
 

The music today is provided by our Choir and Organist and Director of 
Music, Allan Bicket and we are grateful for all their hard work in putting this 
worship service together. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Carol Hymn 315 Once in Royal David's City 
 verse 1 – choir sopranos 
 verse 2 - choir only 
 verses 3 and 4 – all 
 
1. Once, in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle-shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed, 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 
2. He came down to earth from 

heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable 
And His cradle was a stall.  
With the poor and mean and 
lowly  
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3. And our eyes at last shall see 
Him, 
Through his own redeeming love; 
For that Child, so dear and 
helpless 
Is our Lord in heaven above;  
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 

 
4. Not in that poor, lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high,  
Where his children gather round,  
Bright like stars, with glory 
crowned. 

 
Introduction and Prayers 

Carol for Choir A great and mighty wonder    Trad. Old German tune 
 

1. A great and mighty wonder, 

a full and holy cure! 

the Virgin bears the Infant 

with virgin-honour pure: 

 
Refrain: 
Repeat the hymn again: 
'To God on high be glory, 
and peace on earth to men.' 



2. The Word becomes incarnate, 

and yet remains on high; 

and cherubim sing anthems 

to shepherds from the sky: 

[Refrain] 

 
 

First lesson Genesis 3, verses 8-15 

Carol for Choir Adam lay ybounden  
Words 15th century; music AM Bicket 

Adam lay ybounden, 
   Bounden in a bond; 
Four thousand winter 
   Thought he not too long. 
 
And all was for an apple, 
   An apple that he took, 
As clerkës finden written 
   In their book. 
 

Ne had the apple taken been, 
   The apple taken been, 
Ne had never Our Lady 
  A-been heavenè queen. 
 
Blessed be the time 
   That apple taken was. 
Therefore we moun singen 
   Deo gratias! 

Second lesson Genesis 22, verses 15-18 

Carol for all Hymn 277  Hark the glad sound! 

1. Hark the glad sound!  
the Saviour comes, 
the Saviour promised long; 
let every heart exult with joy, 
and every voice a song! 

 
2. He comes, the prisoners to 

relieve,   
in Satan's bondage held. 
the gates of brass before Him 
burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 

 
3. He comes the broken hearts to 

bind, 
the bleeding souls to cure; 
and with the treasures of His 
grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

4. The sacred year has now 
revolved, 
accepted of the Lord, 
when heaven’s high promise is 
fulfilled, 
and Israel is restored. 

 
5. Our glad hosannas, Prince of 

Peace, 
thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heaven's exalted arches ring 
with thy most honoured name. 

 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781 
St Luke 4: 18,19 

 

 

 

 



Third lesson Isaiah 9, verses 2, 6, 7 

Carol for all Hymn 319  Of the Father’s love begotten  
(verses 1, 2, 4 and 5) 

1. Of the Father's love begotten, 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have 
been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

2. By his Word was all created; 
he commanded; it was done: 
heaven and earth and depths of 
ocean, 
universe of three in one, 
all that sees the moon’s soft 
shining, 
all that breathes beneath the 
sun, 
evermore and evermore. 

4. This is he whom seers and 
sages 
sang of old with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-
expected; 
let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore. 

5. All the heights of heaven, adore 
him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing; 
powers, dominions, bow before 
him, 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
every voice in concert ring, 
evermore and evermore. 

 

Fourth Lesson Micah 5, verses 2-4 
 
Organ – Prelude on Forest Green – Gordon Phillips 
 

Carol for all Hymn 304  O little town of Bethlehem 

1. O Little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see you lie! 
Above your deep and dreamless 
sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in your streets is shining 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in you tonight. 
 

2. O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
 
 



3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, 
still 
the dear Christ enters in.    

4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel.

Fifth Lesson Luke 1, verses 26-35, 38 

Organ - Chorale Prelude on In dulci jubilo – Johann Michael Bach 

Carol for all Hymn 322  Good Christians, all rejoice 

1. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now give heed to what we say, 
Jesus Christ is born today: 
Ox and ass before him bow,  
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today!  
Christ is born today!  

 
2. Good Christians, all rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 
now you hear of endless bliss, 
Jesus Christ was born for this: 
he has opened heaven’s door, 
and all are blessed for evermore 
Christ was born for this!  
Christ was born for this!  

 

3. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you need not fear the grave, 
Jesus Christ was born to save, 
calls you one, and calls you all, 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sixth Lesson Luke 2, verses 1-7 
 
Organ – Christmas Cradle Song – Alfred Hollins 
 
Seventh Lesson Luke 2, verses 8-16 

 



Carol for all Hymn 296  While humble shepherds watched their 
flocks 

1. While humble shepherds 
watched their flocks,  
in Bethlehem’s plains by night, 
an angel sent from heaven 
appeared  
and filled the plains with light. 
 

2. "Fear not" he said, for sudden 
dread  
had seized their troubled mind;  
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring  
to you and all mankind. 
 

3. "To you, in David's town, this 
day,  
is born, of David's line,  
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  
and this shall be the sign:  
 

4. "The heavenly Babe you there 
shall find  
to human view displayed,  
all meanly wrapped in swaddling-
bands,  
and in a manger laid.” 
 

5. Thus spake the seraph; and 
forthwith  
appeared a shining throng  
of angels praising God; and thus  
addressed their joyful song:   
 

6. "All glory be to God on high,  
and to the earth be peace;  
good will is shown from heaven 
above  
and never more shall cease.” 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2, verses 1-11 

Carol for all Hymn 324  Angels from the realms of glory  
(verses 1, 3, 4 and 5)

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye, who sang creation's story 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship 
Christ, the new-born King. 
Come and worship, 
worship Christ, the new-born 
King 
 

3. Wise men, leave your 
contemplations; 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star: 

 

4. Though an infant now we view 
him, 
he will share his Father’s throne, 
gather all the nations to him; 
every knee shall then bow down: 

 
5. All creation, join in praising 

God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising 
to the eternal Three in One:  
 
 
 
 
 



Ninth Lesson John 1, 1-14 

Carol for all Hymn 306  O come all ye faithful  
 
1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to  
  Bethlehem; 
come and behold Him, 
born the King of Angels:  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, Christ 
   the Lord! 
 
2. God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s  
  womb; 
very God, 
begotten, not created; 

 
3. Sing, choir of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven  
  above: 
‘Glory to God 
in the highest': 
 
4. Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 
born for our salvation; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 
 
 

 

 

 

Offering: Choir sings Ding dong merrily on high  
words by GR Woodward;  

   music 16th century French tune 

1. Ding dong merrily on high, 
In heav'n the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! verily the sky 
Is riv'n with angel singing. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

2. E'en so here below, below, 
Let steeple bells be swungen, 
And "Io, io, io!" 
By priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayers 

 

 



Carol for all Hymn 301  Hark! the herald angels sing

 
1. Hark! the herald angels sing 

‘Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!’ 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King’. 

 
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold Him come,  
Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the Incarnate Deity,  
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Immanuel!  
Hark! the herald-angels sing,  
Glory to the new-born King. 

 
3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings,  
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die,  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth: 
Hark! the herald-angels sing,  
Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Benediction 
 

Organ Postlude Ein Siegesgesang Israels (alla Handel)  

Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 

 



 

  

RUBISLAW CHURCH NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to worship today, especially if you are a visitor or newcomer to Rubislaw.  
We invite you most warmly to coffee after worship in the lounge of the Church Centre 
at the corner of Beaconsfield Place. 
LOOP SYSTEM for hearing aid users – turn to T position. 
CHURCH CENTRE is now closed for the holidays and will reopen on Monday 8th 
January 2018. 
CHURCH OFFICE is now closed for the holidays and will reopen on Tuesday 9th 
January 2018.  
 
PEW CARDS are now available should you wish to leave a message/information or 
request information.  Completed cards may be handed to a duty elder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 24 December   Christmas Eve    
Fourth Sunday in Advent  

 7.00 pm Family Service by Candlelight & Torchlight 
 11.30 pm Watchnight Worship at  
   Queen’s Cross Church 

Monday 25 December   Christmas Day  
 10.30 am Area Christmas Day Service at  
   Rubislaw Church 

Sunday 31 December  
10.30 am Morning Worship 
 

All are most welcome 
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Prayer Pointers: 24.12.17 
 

This is how God showed his love among us: 
He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him 

1 John 4:9. 

❖ Remember those in our congregation who are in homes or 

hospitals at this time.  May they know God’s peace and the 

assurance of his individual love for them as his children 

❖ Remember the many for whom this Christmas and New Year 

bring sad memories and current hardships.  Pray that God would 

bring hope to sad and anxious hearts  

❖ Lord you have given us your Word for a light to shine upon our 

path, grant us so to meditate upon that Word and to follow its 

teaching, that we may find in it the light that shines more and 

more until the perfect day, though Jesus Christ our Lord.  (St 

Jerome) 

❖ O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell, 
              O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel 

❖ Pray now for yourself, family or friends and those you know who 

are in particular need of prayer at this time.  

 

We give thanks Lord for the week gone by 

and look to You in the week ahead 
To make a prayer request speak to Fiona Chaloner (01224 318039) or Doug Boyd (01224 633073), or 

place a note in an offering bag/prayer box. All prayer requests will be treated with strict 

confidentiality. No information will be shared outside the Prayer Group and every request will be 

considered anonymous unless you say otherwise. If you wish your request can also be included in the 

weekly prayer bulletin. As always, you may contact the Minister with any pastoral concern. 



 


