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Preludes Nun komm der heiden Heiland JS Bach (1685-1750) 
 Vom Himmel hoch  J Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 Es ist ein Ros entsprungen J Brahms (1833-1897) 

 

Carol Hymn 315 Once in Royal David's City 
 verse 1 – choir sopranos 
 verse 2 - choir only 
 verses 3 and 4 – all 
 

1. Once, in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle-shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed, 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 
2. He came down to earth from 

heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable 
And His cradle was a stall.  
With the poor and mean and 
lowly  
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3. And our eyes at last shall see 
Him, 
Through his own redeeming love; 
For that Child, so dear and 
helpless 
Is our Lord in heaven above;  
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 

 
4. Not in that poor, lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high,  
Where his children gather round,  
Bright like stars, with glory 
crowned. 

Welcome 
 

The music today is provided by our Choir and Organist and Director of 
Music, Allan Bicket and we are grateful for all their hard work in putting this 
worship service together.   
We are also delighted to welcome the Aberdeen Branch of the Society of 
Recorder Players with their Musical Director Mr Ed Friday. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Prayers 

Carol for Choir  People, look east! (Hymn 281) Trad. French carol
 
1. People, look East.  The time is 

near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are 
able, 

 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look East, and sing 
today: 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 
 



3. Stars, keep the watch.  When 
night is dim 
one more light the bowl shall 
brim, 
shining beyond the frosty 
weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look East, and sing 
today: 
Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Angels, announce with shouts of 
mirth 
Christ who brings new life to 
earth. 
Set every peak and valley 
humming 
with the word, the Lord is 
coming. 
People, look East, and sing 
today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 

Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965) 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 

281 
Words: © Used by permission of David Higham 
Associates Ltd, 5-8 Lower John Street, Golden 

Square, London W1R 4HA 
 

 
 
 

First lesson Genesis 3, verses 8 – 15  
 

Carol for all Hymn 277  Hark the glad sound! 

1. Hark the glad sound!  
the Saviour comes, 
the Saviour promised long; 
let every heart exult with joy, 
and every voice a song! 

 

2. He comes, the prisoners to 
relieve,   
in Satan's bondage held. 
the gates of brass before Him 
burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 

 

3. He comes the broken hearts to 
bind, 
the bleeding souls to cure; 
and with the treasures of His 
grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

4. The sacred year has now 
revolved, 
accepted of the Lord, 
when heaven’s high promise is 
fulfilled, 
and Israel is restored. 

 

5. Our glad hosannas, Prince of 
Peace, 
thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heaven's exalted arches ring 
with thy most honoured name. 

 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781 
St Luke 4: 18,19 

 
 



Second lesson Genesis 22, verses 15 – 18  

Organ - Chorale Prelude on In dulci jubilo – Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

Carol for all Hymn 322  Good Christians, all rejoice 

1. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now give heed to what we say, 
Jesus Christ is born today: 
Ox and ass before him bow,  
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today!  
Christ is born today!  

 

2. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you hear of endless bliss, 
Jesus Christ was born for this: 
he has opened heaven’s door, 
and all are blessed for evermore 
Christ was born for this!  
Christ was born for this!  

3. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you need not fear the grave, 
Jesus Christ was born to save, 
calls you one, and calls you all, 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 

John Mason Neale (1818–1866) (alt.) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 322 

 
 
 

 

 
Third lesson Isaiah 9, verses 2, 6, 7 

Carol for all Hymn 290  The race that long in darkness pined 
 
1. The race that long in darkness 

pined 
has seen a glorious light ;  
the people dwell in day, who 
dwelt 
in death’s surrounding night. 
 

2. To us a Child of hope is born ;  
to us a Son is given ;  
him shall the tribes of earth obey, 
him all the hosts of heaven. 
 
 

3. His name shall be the Prince of 
Peace, 
for evermore adored ;  
the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the great and mighty Lord. 
 

4. His power increasing still shall 
spread, 
his reign no end shall know :  
justice shall guard his throne 
above, 
and peace abound below. 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781 
Isaiah 9:  2-7  

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 290 

Fourth Lesson Micah 5, verses 2 – 4  
 



Recorder piece 'Christmas Medley' arr. Simon Winters 

Carol for all Hymn 325  Bethlehem, a noble city

1. Bethlehem, a noble city, 
has been blessed beyond compare, 
for the gracious God of heaven 
once became incarnate there. 
 

2. Fairer than the sun at morning 
was the star that told his birth, 
to the world its God announcing, 
seen in human form on earth. 

 
3. From the east came men of wisdom 

bringing treasures prized of old, 
tributes to a greater wisdom, 
gifts of incense, myrrh, and gold. 

4. Sacred gifts of mystic meaning :  
incense shows that God has come, 
gold proclaims him king of nations, 
myrrh foretells his saving tomb. 

 
5. Holy Jesus, in your brightness 

to the Gentile world displayed, 
with the Father and the Spirit 
endless praise to you be paid. 

Prudentius (348–c. 413) 
translated Edward Caswall (1814–1878) (alt.) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 325 

 
 

Fifth Lesson Luke 1, verses 26 – 35, 38 

Carol for Choir The Angel Gabriel (Hymn 285) Trad. Basque carol 

1. The Angel Gabriel from heaven 
came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his 
eyes as flame ;  
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly 
maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady.’ 
Gloria !  
 

2. ‘For known a blessèd Mother 
thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour 
thee, 
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by 
seers foretold ;  
most highly favoured lady.’ 
Gloria !  

 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed 
her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ 
she said. 
‘My soul shall laud and magnify 
his holy name’: 
most highly favoured lady. 
Gloria !  

 
4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ 

was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas 
morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the 
world will ever say, 
‘Most highly favoured lady.’ 
Gloria !  

Basque carol 
adapted Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 285 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2, verses 1 – 7  
 



Carol for all Hymn 309  Still the night      Composed Christmas Eve, 1818

1. Still the night, holy the night !  
Sleeps the world ;  hid from sight, 
Mary and Joseph in stable bare 
watch o’er the Child belovèd and 
fair, 
sleeping in heavenly rest, 
sleeping in heavenly rest. 

2. Still the night, holy the night !  
Shepherds first saw the light, 
heard resounding clear and long, 
far and near, the angel-song, 
‘Christ the Redeemer is here ! ’ 
‘Christ the Redeemer is here ! ’ 

3. Still the night, holy the night !  
Son of God, O how bright 
love is smiling from thy face !  
Strikes for us now the hour of 
grace, 
Saviour, since thou art born !  
Saviour, since thou art born !  

Joseph Mohr (1792–1848) 
translated Stopford Augustus Brooke (1832–1916) and 

Compilers of Revised Church Hymnary, 1927 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 309 

 

 

Recorder piece 'Star in the East' arr. Steve Marshall 
 

Seventh Lesson Luke 2, verses 8 – 16  

Organ -  Chorale Prelude on Quem pastores  
 (He whom the shepherds worship)   Helmut Walcha (1907–1991) 
 

Carol for all Hymn 303  It came upon the midnight clear 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the 
earth 
to touch their harps of gold :  
‘Peace on the earth, good will to 
you 
from heaven’s all-gracious King ! ’ 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they 
come, 
with peaceful wings unfurled ;  
and still their heavenly music 
floats 
o’er all the weary world ;  
above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its Babel-sounds 
the blessèd angels sing. 

3. But with the woes of sin and strife 
the world has suffered long ;  
beneath the angels’ hymn have 
rolled 
two thousand years of wrong ;  
and warring humankind hears not 
the love-song which they bring ;  
oh, hush the noise and still the 
strife 
to hear the angels sing. 

4. And you, beneath life’s crushing 
load 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow, 
look now !  for glad and golden 
hours 
come swiftly on the wing ;  
oh, rest beside the weary road, 
and hear the angels sing. 



5. For lo! the days are hastening on, 
by prophet bards foretold, 
when, with the ever-rolling years, 
still dawns the Age of Gold, 
when peace shall over all the 
earth 
its ancient splendours fling, 
and all the world give back the 
song 
which now the angels sing. 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810–1876) (alt.) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 303 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2, verses 1 – 11 
 
Carol for all Hymn 326  As with gladness men of old 
 
1. As with gladness men of old 

did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onwards, beaming 
bright ;  
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 

 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, 
Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
thee, whom heaven and earth 
adore ;  
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

 
3. As they offered gifts most rare 

at thy homely cradle bare ;  
so may we with holy joy, 
pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heavenly 
King. 

 

4. Holy Jesus, every day 
keep us in the narrow way ;  
and, when earthly things are 
past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to 
guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 
5. In the heavenly country bright, 

need they no created light ;  
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not 
down ;  
there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our King. 

William Chatterton Dix (1837–1898) (alt.) 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 326 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Recorder piece 'Gloria' (from Mass a 4, 1651) Monteverdi  

arr. Alex Ayre 

Ninth Lesson John 1, verses 1 – 14  



Carol for all Hymn 306  O come all ye faithful  

  

1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to  
Bethlehem; 
come and behold Him, 
born the King of Angels:  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, Christ 
the Lord! 

 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s  
womb; 
very God, begotten, not created; 
 

3. Sing, choir of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven  
above: 
‘Glory to God 
in the highest': 

 

4. Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 
born for our salvation; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 

 
Latin, 18th century, possibly by 

John Francis Wade (c. 1711–1786) and others 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 306 

 
 

 

Offering: Choir sings In the bleak midwinter (Hymn 305)  
words by Christina Rossetti;       music Gustav Holst 

 

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty 
wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water 
like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.  

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold 
him, nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable 
place sufficed  
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus 
Christ.  

3. Enough for him whom cherubim 
worship night and day, 
a breastful of milk, and a 
mangerful of hay; 
enough for him whom angels fall 
down before, 
the ox and ass and camel which 
adore. 

4. Angels and archangels may have 
gathered there,  
cherubim and seraphim thronged 
the air;  
but only his mother, in her 
maiden bliss,  
worshiped the beloved with a 
kiss.  

5. What can I give him, poor as I 
am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would 
bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do 
my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my 
heart. 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers 
 

Carol for all Hymn 301  Hark! the herald angels sing

1. Hark! the herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!’ 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King’. 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven 
adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold Him come,  
Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the Incarnate Deity,  
Pleased as Man with man to 
dwell,  
Jesus, our Immanuel!  
Hark! the herald-angels sing,  
Glory to the new-born King. 

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of 
Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings,  
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die,  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth: 
Hark! the herald-angels sing,  
Glory to the new-born King. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 

Organ Postlude  At Christmastide  Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

RUBISLAW CHURCH NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to worship today, especially if you are a visitor or newcomer to Rubislaw.  
We invite you most warmly to coffee after worship in the lounge of the Church Centre 
at the corner of Beaconsfield Place. 
LOOP SYSTEM for hearing aid users – turn to T position. 
CHURCH CENTRE is now closed for the holidays and will reopen on Monday 7th 
January 2018. 
CHURCH OFFICE is now closed for the holidays and will reopen on Tuesday 8th 
January 2018. 
SUNDAY 30TH DECEMBER 10.30 am Morning Worship led by The Rev Dr Robert L 
Smith Jr.  Joint Service with Queen’s Cross Church in Rubislaw Church.  
 

Our minister will be away from 2 January to 19 January. Should you 
require a minister during this time, please contact the Rev Scott Rennie 
on 01224 322 549. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


 

Prayer Pointers 
 

This is our God, the Lord Almighty who calls us His friends. Let us just tell Him what 
we are thinking and feeling because He wants to hear from us. 

 

❖ Isaiah 6 v3 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory." 

❖ Psalm 24 v11 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 

❖ Isaiah 66 v1a 

This is what the Lord says: "Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My 
footstool." 

❖ Isaiah 55 v9 

"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways and My thoughts than your thoughts." 

❖ Psalm 8 v4 

What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 
him? 

❖ John 3 v16 

For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

❖ Titus 3 v4-7 

But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, He saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom 
He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, 
having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life. 

❖ John 15 v14-15 

You are My friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have made known 
to you. 
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