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Preludes Nun komm der heiden Heiland JS Bach (1685-1750) 
 Vom Himmel hoch  J Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 Es ist ein Ros entsprungen J Brahms (1833-1897) 

 

Carol Hymn 315 Once in Royal David's City 
 verse 1 – choir sopranos 
 verse 2 - choir only 
 verses 3 and 4 – all 
 

1. Once, in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle-shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed, 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 
2. He came down to earth from 

heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable 
And His cradle was a stall.  
With the poor and mean and 
lowly  
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3. And our eyes at last shall see 
Him, 
Through his own redeeming love; 
For that Child, so dear and 
helpless 
Is our Lord in heaven above;  
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 

 
4. Not in that poor, lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high,  
Where his children gather round,  
Bright like stars, with glory 
crowned. 

Welcome 
 

The music today is provided by our Choir and Organist and Director of 
Music, Allan Bicket and we are grateful for all their hard work in putting this 
worship service together.   
We are also delighted to welcome the Aberdeen Branch of the Society of 
Recorder Players with their Musical Director Mr Ed Friday. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Prayers 

◼Carol for Choir A great and mighty wonder!  14th century German
 

 

1. A great and mighty wonder, 

a full and holy cure! 

the Virgin bears the Infant 

with virgin-honour pure: 

 

 
Refrain: 
Repeat the hymn again: 
'To God on high be glory, 
and peace on earth to men.' 
 



2. The Word becomes incarnate, 

and yet remains on high; 

and cherubim sing anthems 

to shepherds from the sky: 

[Refrain] 

 
3. Since all he comes to ransom, 

by all be he adored, 

the Infant born in Bethl'em, 

the Saviour and the Lord: 

[Refrain] 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
First lesson Genesis 3, verses 8 – 15  
 

Carol for all Hymn 273  O come, o come, Emmanuel! 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2. O come, O come, thou Lord of 

might, 

who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 

in ancient times didst give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe: 
 

3. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people 

save, 

and give them victory o'er the 

grave: 
 

4. O come, thou Key of David, 

come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on 

high, 

and close the path to misery: 
 

5. O come, thou Dayspring, come 

and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of 

night, 

and death's dark shadows put to 

flight: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Second lesson Genesis 22, verses 15 – 18  

Organ - Chorale Prelude on In dulci jubilo – Johann Michael Bach (1648 - 1694)  



Carol for all Hymn 322  Good Christians, all rejoice 

1. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now give heed to what we say, 
Jesus Christ is born today: 
Ox and ass before him bow,  
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today!  
Christ is born today!  

 

2. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you hear of endless bliss, 
Jesus Christ was born for this: 
he has opened heaven’s door, 
and all are blessed for evermore 
Christ was born for this!  
Christ was born for this!  

3. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you need not fear the grave, 
Jesus Christ was born to save, 
calls you one, and calls you all, 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 

John Mason Neale (1818–1866) (alt.) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 322 

 
 
 

 

 

Third lesson Isaiah 9, verses 2, 6, 7 

Carol for all Hymn 290  The race that long in darkness pined 
 
1. The race that long in darkness 

pined 
has seen a glorious light ;  
the people dwell in day, who 
dwelt 
in death’s surrounding night. 
 

2. To us a Child of hope is born ;  
to us a Son is given ;  
him shall the tribes of earth obey, 
him all the hosts of heaven. 
 
 

3. His name shall be the Prince of 
Peace, 
for evermore adored ;  
the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the great and mighty Lord. 
 

4. His power increasing still shall 
spread, 
his reign no end shall know :  
justice shall guard his throne 
above, 
and peace abound below. 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781 
Isaiah 9:  2-7  

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 290 

Fourth Lesson Micah 5, verses 2 – 4  
 
Recorder piece Rubum quem viderat Moyses incombustum  

Christopher Tye c.1500- 1572 
In the bush which Moses saw unconsumed, we acknowledge thy admirable virginity 
preserved; intercede for us, O Mother of God. 



Organ – Chorale Prelude on O little town of Bethlehem   
Gordon Phillips (1901 – 1991) 

 
Carol for all Hymn 304  O little town of Bethlehem

1. O Little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see you lie! 
Above your deep and dreamless 
sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in your streets is shining 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in you tonight. 
 
2. O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 

3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, 
still 
the dear Christ enters in.    
 
4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel.

Fifth Lesson Luke 1, verses 26 – 35, 38 

◼Carol for Choir Gabriel to May came            14th Century Irish carol 

1. Gabriel to Mary came, And 

entered at her dwelling, 

With his salutation glad, Her 

trembling fears dispelling 

'All hail, thou queen of maidens 

bright! 

God, Lord of earth and heaven's 

light, 

whose very Son the Saviour of 

all people 

Shall come to earth a child. 
Has chosen thee, O Mary, to be 
his mother mild.' 
 

2. Then to him the maid replied, 

With confidence supernatural 

'Lo! the humble handmaid I Of 

God the Lord eternal 

With thee, bright messenger of 

heav'n, 

By whom this wondrous news is 

giv'n, 

I well agree And long to see 

Fulfilled Thy gracious prophecy. 

As God my Lord doth will it, So 

be it unto me!" 

 



3. Hail! thou Mother of the Lord, 

Who bring'st of gifts the rarest, 

Peace in heaven and on earth 

When Jesus Christ thou barest! 

Do thou, we pray, entreat thy 

Son 

For us our safe redemption 

Himself to win  

And from our sin Release us; 
His loving grace to give 
That, when we there are taken 
We too in heav'n may live. 

 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2, verses 1 – 7  
 

Carol for all Hymn 309  Still the night      Composed Christmas Eve, 1818

1. Still the night, holy the night !  
Sleeps the world ;  hid from sight, 
Mary and Joseph in stable bare 
watch o’er the Child belovèd and 
fair, 
sleeping in heavenly rest, 
sleeping in heavenly rest. 

2. Still the night, holy the night !  
Shepherds first saw the light, 
heard resounding clear and long, 
far and near, the angel-song, 
‘Christ the Redeemer is here ! ’ 
‘Christ the Redeemer is here ! ’ 

3. Still the night, holy the night !  
Son of God, O how bright 
love is smiling from thy face !  
Strikes for us now the hour of 
grace, 
Saviour, since thou art born !  
Saviour, since thou art born !  

Joseph Mohr (1792–1848) 
translated Stopford Augustus Brooke (1832–1916) and 

Compilers of Revised Church Hymnary, 1927 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 309 

 

 

Recorder piece Quem pastores  14th century German 

The One who the shepherds praised And about whom the Angels told: 
'Abandon your present fears,' The King of Glory is born. 
 

Seventh Lesson Luke 2, verses 8 – 16  

Organ -  Chorale Prelude on How brightly shines the morning star 
 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

 

Carol for all Hymn 313  See! In yonder manger low 

1. See! In yonder manger low,  
born for us on earth below,  
see! the tender Lamb appears 
promised from eternal years.  

 

Hail, thou ever blessèd morn!  
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!  
Sing all through Jerusalem,  
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  
 

2. Lo! within a manger lies  
he who built the starry skies,  
he who, throned in height sublime,  
sits amid the cherubim.  
 

3. Say, ye holy shepherds, say,  
what your joyful news today; 
wherefore have ye left your sheep  
on the lonely mountain steep?  

 



4. "As we watched at dead of night,  
lo! we saw a wondrous light:  
angels, singing peace on earth,  
told us of the Saviour's birth."  

 

5. Sacred Infant, all Divine,  
what a tender love was thine, 
thus to come from highest bliss  
down to such a world as this! 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2, verses 1 – 11 
 

Carol for all Hymn 325  Bethlehem, a noble city 
 
1. Bethlehem, a noble city, 

has been blessed beyond compare, 
for the gracious God of heaven 
once became incarnate there. 
 

2. Fairer than the sun at morning 
was the star that told his birth, 
to the world its God announcing, 
seen in human form on earth. 

 

3. From the east came men of wisdom 
bringing treasures prized of old, 
tributes to a greater wisdom, 
gifts of incense, myrrh, and gold. 

 

4. Sacred gifts of mystic meaning :  
incense shows that God has come, 
gold proclaims him king of nations, 
myrrh foretells his saving tomb. 

 

5. Holy Jesus, in your brightness 
to the Gentile world displayed, 
with the Father and the Spirit 
endless praise to you be paid. 

Prudentius (348–c. 413) 
translated Edward Caswall (1814–1878) (alt.) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 325 

 

 

Recorder piece Praise ye the Lord (Hail, smiling morn)  
Reginald Spofforth (1769-1827)  arr EB Friday 

Ninth Lesson John 1, verses 1 – 14  

Carol for all Hymn 306  O come all ye faithful  

  

1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to  
Bethlehem; 
come and behold Him, 
born the King of Angels:  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, Christ 
the Lord! 
 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s  
womb; 
very God, begotten, not created; 

 

3. Sing, choir of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven  
above: 
‘Glory to God 
in the highest': 

 

4. Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 
born for our salvation; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 

 

Latin, 18th century, possibly by 
John Francis Wade (c. 1711–1786) and others 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 306 

 
 

 



Offering: Choir sings Infant holy, infant lowly         Polish carol 
 

1. Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging, angels singing, 
Noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 

2. Flocks are sleeping, shepherds 
keeping 
Vigil till the morning new; 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 
Tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow; 
Praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. 
Christ the babe was born for you. 

 
Prayers 
 

Carol for all Hymn 301  Hark! the herald angels sing

1. Hark! the herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!’ 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King’. 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven 
adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold Him come,  
Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the Incarnate Deity,  
Pleased as Man with man to 
dwell,  
Jesus, our Immanuel!  
Hark! the herald-angels sing,  
Glory to the new-born King. 

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of 
Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings,  
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die,  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth: 
Hark! the herald-angels sing,  
Glory to the new-born King. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 

Organ Postlude  Prelude on In dulci jubilo  
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 



  

RUBISLAW CHURCH NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to worship today, especially if you are a visitor or newcomer to Rubislaw.  
We invite you most warmly to coffee after worship in the lounge of the Church Centre 
at the corner of Beaconsfield Place. 
LOOP SYSTEM for hearing aid users – turn to T position. 
TRAIDCRAFT The December stall will be available in the Church Centre after worship  
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS  The Church Centre and Church Office are now closed.  The 
Church Centre will re-open on Monday 6th January and the Church Office will re-open 
on Tuesday 7th January. 
BEER & CAROLS at the Dutch Mill Hotel, 6.30 pm today. 
CHRISTMAS EVE 7.00 pm Family Service in Rubislaw Parish Church. 
11.30 pm Watchnight Service at Queen’s Cross Church 
CHRISTMAS DAY 10.30 am Area Christmas Day Service at Midstocket Church. 
SUNDAY 29th DECEMBER FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 10.30 am Morning 
Worship, joint service with Queen’s Cross Church at Rubislaw, led by Rev Scott 
Rennie. 
CHURCH FLOWERS 2020  Thank you to all who have generously provided flowers 
this year.  The List for 2020 is on the wall at the side door of the Church and you are 
invited to sign up for your chosen date. 
SUNDAY 5TH JANUARY 2020 – CHANGE OF VENUE  Worship on 5th January 2020 
will now take place at Rubislaw at 10.30 am and not as previously advertised at 
Holburn West Church. 
CHURCH DOOR (ON FOUNTAINHALL ROAD) A reminder to all keyholders to 
ensure the door is locked on leaving the building.  After this wet spell the door is quite 
swollen and needs to be shut firmly to ensure the lock is aligned.   
ADVENT SEASON SERVICES IN ABERDEEN – CHRISTMAS 2019 Please access 
the Presbytery of Aberdeen Website – http://www.aberdeenpresbytery.org.uk/ or 
Facebook page –www.facebook.com/aberdeenpresbytery  
 
UPDATE ON OUR MINISTER 
Robert has begun a Phased Return to Work, with limited duties and limited 
involvement in worship for the present.  It is vital that this process is not rushed, and 
therefore the tasks which Robert takes on will be carefully arranged.  
While the Phased Return to Work is in progress, the Interim Moderator, Rev Eddie 
McKenna, will remain in place and anyone requiring the services of a Minister 
should contact him ( 07460 725353 or emckenna@churchofscotland.org.uk ). Any 
pastoral care information or requests should continue to be passed to Margaret 
Parkinson or Eunice McConnach ( rubislawcares@btconnect.com ). 
Robert and family express their deep appreciation of the continuing prayers and 
support of all at Rubislaw.  
 

http://www.aberdeenpresbytery.org.uk/
http://www.aberdeenpresbytery.org.uk/
mailto:emckenna@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:emckenna@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:rubislawcares@btconnect.com
mailto:rubislawcares@btconnect.com


Prayer Pointers: 22.12.19 
 

Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. 
 (Luke 2 v11) 

 

❖ Pray for those for whom Christmas brings sad 
memories or current hardships.  Pray for God’s hope 
and joy. 

❖ Pray for those who are in care homes or hospital.  Pray 
for God’s love and comfort. 

❖ Pray for all those who will be working over the 
Christmas period, often doing difficult jobs.  Pray they 
will know God’s strength and peace. 

❖ Pray for all those travelling, for safe and easy journeys. 

❖ Give thanks for the coming of Christ, our Saviour and 
Lord who is Immanuel, God with us.  Praise Him, Praise 
Him, Praise the Everlasting King! 

❖ Pray now for yourself, family or friends and those you 
know who are in particular need of prayer at this time. 

 We give thanks Lord for the week gone by and 

look to You in the week ahead 
 

To make a prayer request speak to Fiona Chaloner (01224 318039) or Doug Boyd (01224 633073), or 

place a note in an offering bag/prayer box. All prayer requests will be treated with strict confidentiality. 

No information will be shared outside the Prayer Group and every request will be considered 

anonymous unless you say otherwise. If you wish your request can also be included in the weekly prayer 

bulletin. As always, you may contact the Minister with any pastoral concern. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


