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In 1875 the part of Aberdeen we know around 
Queen’s Cross was very different to the 
Aberdeen we know today. 

In 1872 the circle of Queen’s Cross was 
completed, until then the north pavement of 
Carden Place ran in a straight line to Queen’s 
Road.  The Aberdeen Church Extension and 
Territorial Home Mission Association was set 
up to meet the needs of a growing city. A new 
Church was needed for people who would live 
in the houses that soon would be built along 
Queen’s Road and in the other new streets 
that would be laid out around it. In 1873 
construction began of Rubislaw Church. 

A number of affluent gentlemen resident in the 
area, among them Lord Provost Nicol became 
the leading lights in the building of Rubislaw 
Church. A design was submitted by the city 
architect J. Russell Mackenzie who had 
recently designed Glenmuick (Ballater) church 
in 1873. It was in the Gothic Revival style, so 
popular with the Victorians.

Though the style of architecture was 
acceptable, the proposal to use sandstone 

rather than granite was controversial. Strong 
reaction came from local residents. George 
Washington Wilson, Photographer Royal for 
Scotland was one of the strongest opponents 
to the sandstone scheme. Living across the 
road from the site he was appalled at the 
idea and offered to pay the difference in cost 
between sandstone and granite. His protests 
failed and the sandstone building, weathered 
by the years stands today.

A steadily increasing membership required the 
creation of additional seating in the Church.  
From 1877-78 two side or transept galleries 
were added and the choir gallery, where the 
organ is situated was extended. The church 
now seated 800. The tower and spire were 
completed and a spacious hall was built.  In 
1882 the four-dialled clock was added to the 
spire.

In 1879 a pipe organ was installed in Rubislaw 
Church but in 1890 the instrument was 
replaced by the ‘Father Willis’ organ at a cost 
of £999-0-2d. The organ is widely recognised 
as one of the finest in the North of Scotland.



The pillars inside the church 
are painted blue and flecked 
with gold. They are not 
wood or stone but cast iron, 
a building material much 
favoured by the Victorians. 
The plaster Capitals provide 
an ornate top to the pillars.
The woodwork of Canadian 
pitch pine imported from 
Latvia is especially fine, in 
its original condition, having 
at one time been thickly coated with dark 
stain and varnish. Note the screen behind the 
pulpit and the gallery facings.

The oak Communion Table was designed 
in 1893 by A. Marshall Mackenzie. The 
baptismal font is interesting in that it is the 
congregation’s memorial to those who died in 
active service in the Second World War. 
The names of the fallen are inscribed on it. 

In 1912 the Women’s Guild donated a sum of 
£20 to provide a lectern for the church. 
The eagle lectern was designed by A. 
Marshall Mackenzie. 

The First World War Memorial (above) is 
in the main vestibule. It is in the form of a 
bronze plaque commemorating those who 
fell. Out of 128 Rubislaw members who 
were on active service, 35 made the ultimate 
sacrifice. It was unveiled on 3rd April 1921 by 
Lord George Milne KCB.
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1890 - Father Willis Organ 1890 - Father Willis Organ 

Rubislaw was the first church in Aberdeen 
to have a pipe organ, a small two manual 
instrument with pedals installed in 1879 by 
Gray and Davidson of London. Nobody knew 
how to play it, so a Miss Lucas of Italian 
descent and a skilled harpist was brought 
up from London to play the organ for a 
number of years. At the time the local press 
wrote of those who angrily maintained that 
the introduction of a “kist o’ whistles” into a 
Presbyterian service was backsliding into 
Popery. Eleven years later the instrument was 
sold for £79 to West St. Clement’s Church, 
Aberdeen.

The present instrument at Rubislaw Church 
dates from 1890 - a two manual, by the 
famous “Father” Henry Willis. In 1926, it was 
rebuilt and enlarged to three manuals by his 
grandson, Henry Willis, III. At that time, ten 
speaking stops were “prepared for” only, i.e., 
all necessary mechanisms were provided 
but the provision of the pipework was left 
for the future. The organ was cleaned and 
overhauled in 1937 and again in 1952 and, 
on each of these occasions, pipework was 
provided for the “prepared for” stops. 

In 1967, G. W. Walker & Sons, Ltd., of Ruislip, 
Middlesex, undertook another cleaning and 
overhauling, making further additions to the 
pipework and certain tonal 
improvements.
 
In 1995, A. F. Edmonstone, Pipe Organbuilder 
of Perthshire undertook a major rebuild and 
servicing. 

The instrument, which has always been 
maintained in immaculate condition, now has 
forty speaking stops and is counted among 
the best instruments in Aberdeen.

               Organists: 
1875-1883 Isabella Lucas
1883-1890 Reginald M Atkins
1890-1929  Burwood Nicholls
1929-1950  Gavin Falconer
1950·1965  Richard F. Cutbush
1965-1976  James B. Cowie
1976-2002 David McGinnigle
2002-2008 Marion Bissett
2009-2010 Caroline Smith
2010-  Allan Bicket

For more detailed information visit the link 
below.

http://www.rubislawparishchurchofscotland.org.uk/music.htmhttp://www.rubislawparishchurchofscotland.org.uk/music.htmll



  

For the convenience of the minister, a short 
flight of stairs leads from the vestry to a 
Victorian toilet and washbasin, both still fully 
functional. This feature is much enjoyed by 
the schoolchildren who visit while exploring 
Aberdeen’s Victorian Trail

Victorian ToiletVictorian Toilet

The West and East stained glass windows are 
of high quality, designed by Douglas Strachan.

The window on the West side of the church 
(1901-2) tells of Moses lifting up the serpent in 
the desert and of the lifting up of Jesus on the 
Cross. (St. John Ch. 3.v. 14 - 17).

The window on the East side of the Church 
(1940s) tells of the appearance of the Risen 
Christ to his followers on the road to Emmaus. 
(St. Luke Ch. 24 v. 13 - 35).

The apse windows (1901-2) are of floral 
designs by John Whyte.
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Our nearby Church Centre, at the corner of Fountainhall Road and Beaconsfield Place, is open 
in the mornings for coffee and throughout the week. It welcomes people from the community and 
city at large into its comfortable Coffee Lounge and meeting rooms.

Minister: Rev Dr. Robert L Smith, Jr. BS MTh PhDMinister: Rev Dr. Robert L Smith, Jr. BS MTh PhD


